Intervention at the Nexus-Conference 
“The Return of the Ghosts”

Tilburg, 11 November 2010
According to Rob Riemen, Member of Parliament Geert Wilders and his movement are “the prototype of contemporary fascism”. This statement is unfounded. It betrays a lack of understanding of the origins of fascism. Let me explain.

Fascism was at first a cultural phenomenon. Its forbears were intellectuals. There was Bergson and his vitalism, expressed in the concept of the “élan vital”. There was Sorel and his revolutionary syndicalism. Above all, there was Marinetti and his Futurism, who called “frenzied battalions armed to the teeth” the greatest of aesthetics. Fascism was an elitist movement whose raison d’être was a denial of universal values.

Anyone can see that this is a very far cry from the party of Geert Wilders. Freud sent Mussolini one of his books with the dedication: “From an old man who greets in the Ruler the Hero of Culture”. Has Wilders received a similar book from a leading Dutch intellectual?

The most distinguished Italian intellectual of the 1920’s was Benedetto Croce. He gave the Mussolini-government a vote of confidence on 26-6-1924. Croce was an example of the ambivalent attitudes to fascism of the European intelligentsia of that time, so cultured and refined. Has anything like that occurred here?

According to Rob Riemen, we are standing at the beginning of contemporary fascism. That is not true. The present time does not resemble the nineteen twenties. Europe had then gone through a disastrous war. Not now. Inflation was high then: it is negligible now. Unemployment was high then while social security was non-existent: it is all pervasive now. The Dutch are not filled with resentment: according to the Central Bureau of Statistics, CBS, most of them are contented.

Does Geert Wilders harm the Dutch Rule of Law (de Nederlandse rechtsorde)? No. It is quite right that the Public Prosecutor has exonerated him. What does harm the Rule of Law here is that Wilders must constantly be protected by the police. That is the true scandal to which far too little attention is given.

Final remark on this matter: by associating Wilders with fascism Riemen belittles and trivializes the real fascism. Mussolini was an entirely different kettle of fish compared to Wilders.

Now what about this Return of the Ghosts. Let me concentrate on Amsterdam, the city where I live. In forty years’ time the population of Amsterdam has changed radically. Half of that population is now from foreign, i.e. non-Western, origin. That causes a host of problems. Islam is now the major religion. One cannot expect such a transformation to take place without a reaction. As the leading article of the Financial times (of 05.04.’10) put it: “Ordinary voters have legitimate concerns about mass immigration that mainstream politicians would be irresponsible to ignore.”

Have the people of Amsterdam asked for this transformation? No. Have they voted for it? Not that I know. So why did it happen?

Our policy on immigrants laboured in the nineteen eighties and nineties under an erroneous theory, viz. multiculturalism. That theory found expression in the slogan “integration while retaining cultural identity”. For a while, multiculturalism was forced onto the Dutch citizens until it came out of their ears. It led to the image of the Good Stranger, with biblical overtones, which sapped the government’s will to restrict immigration.

Let me end this short intervention with another image, that of the bent twig. It is used by Isaiah Berlin, who says it is from Schiller. It means that if a twig is bent too much, it is likely to snap back with force. We are seeing that happen now.

The perspective is not good. According to the United Nations, the combined population of West and North Africa will grow between 2000 and 2050 from 400 to 876 million. May of these people will want to enter Europe. Athens now shows what lies in waiting for us. 

Frits Bolkestein, November 2010
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